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indexed. Not illustrated. 1853 Excerpt: .like the diIerent sorts of polished wood in our own day, mamma.
Precisely; there is no reason to suppose that the grain of any species of wood has diIered from its progenitors.
From the descriptions we have of Roman houses, they must have been very elegant. The Romans imported all
they chose, or could aIord, from conquered nations. But you know Tyre possessed similar magnificence in the
time of Ezekiel, till it was destroyed by Alexander the Great. Indeed, perhaps Tyre suggested some of those very
luxuries which were spread abroad aJer his death. The Chinese boast of four evidences of early civilization:
that they sat on chairs, ate oI tables, burned wax candles, and clothed the whole body, long before such tilings
were customary elsewhere; and when we see their beautiful inlaid cabinets and tables; porcelain vases, cups
and saucers; ivory fans, and toys of elaborate carving, with the weaving and embroidery they produce by the
most tedious and clumsy methods, it is very easy to believe that art has been in its present condition among
them for ages. The houses of ancient Rome, with all these adorn ings, must have been very imposing. Indeed, in
many things Europeans have as yet failed to compete with them. Pray what can they do better than we can,
mamma? asked Harold, somewhat anxiously. Their horn lanterns are greatly superior to any that have been
made in other countries; their gongs cannot be produced in Europe; their vermilion...
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