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has been variously regarded as merely an entertaining humorist, and as a great and profound philosopher; his
own point of view probably changed with the years as his mental horizon changed and widened. A preface to
one of his early works states: | am not offering this work to the reader as either law or gospel upon any point,
principle, or subject; but only as a trifle to occupy himself with when he has nothing to do and does not wish to
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